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The Case for “ DA N K ”







YC H  Internal Trial





 Descriptive analysis ( x2)
 Round table discussion
 Lexicon and reference standards

- DANK lexicon development
 Descriptive analysis ( x2)
 GCMS- SCD



PINEAPPLE CANDY: 
PINEAPPLE, TROPICAL 

SKITTLES, CLEAR GUMMY 
BEAR

SWEET TROPICAL: GUAVA, 
FLORAL, PASSION FRUIT, 

“SWEET”

LEMONHEAD: 
LEMONGRASS, “TART,” 

LEMON CANDY

CITRUS CLEANER: PLEDGE 
FURNITURE POLISH, 

CHEMICAL

ROSY SOAP: SOAPY, 
GERANIUM, ROSE, FLORAL

DESERT SAGE: WOODY, LEMON-
PINE, MINTY, EUCALYPTUS

MENTHOL: COUGH 
DROPS, TEA TREE, MINTY

COAL TAR: “ELDER” SOAP, 
MOUTHWASH, TEA TREE



 The only samples rated as “dank” by panelists 
were Columbus Cryo and the samples spiked 
with GG4 ( pre and post training)

 The YCH Sensory Panel had strong ( negative)  
reactions to the cannabis samples indicating 
they may not align with some brewers. 

 Inconsistent turnout. ( Sensory trials during cold 
season is a bad idea.)



H op Sensory B rew er Trial







 Of the 56 brewer/industry 
participants who responded 
77% reported they are at 
least occasional cannabis 
users.



C hemistry  R esults – H op &  
Cannabis Samples







 Cannabis and hop samples contain overlapping aromatic compounds, but concentration 
levels and overall aroma intensity are significantly different between the two product 
types.

 Compared to brewers polled, the YCH Sensory Panel appears to have limited experience 
with cannabis.
 Inexperience + limited reference standard may explain why panelists struggle to identify hops as “dank”.

 Correlate internal sensory results with dank ratings to generate a “dank prediction index”
 Collect additional data from larger group( HBS) and include non- dank samples to better 

identify baseline “dank” rating hops



TH A N K  YO U!
Please stop by the hop station to participate in a hands-
on sensory activity for the DANK project!
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